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At the Algoma District School Board’s (ADSB) Committee of the Whole Meeting on Tuesday
January 27th, trustees were updated on a number of items, projects and events that Board staff
have been working on.

1. PARENTING AND FAMILY LITERACY CENTRES CELEBRATE FAM ILY
LITERACY DAY

Laurie Bouliane, Administrator of the Parenting and Family Literacy Centres (PFLCs) for the ADSB,
provided an update on the numbers of children and their parents/guardians involved in the centres
to date.

She completed her presentation by highlighting a Family Literacy Day Celebration with a theme of
“Building A Love of Literacy Through Play!” held on January 27". Over 100 children and their
caregivers (parents, grandparents and guardians) took part, travelling to Mockingbird Hill Farm for
sleigh rides and to visit with the animals at Farmer Bob’s farm. The special celebration was
inspired by the book “The Snow Day”. Parent workers at all four ADSB PFLCs decided to duplicate
what was done in the book by spending a day in the snow with family and friends followed by
homemade vegetable soup and snuggling up with a book.

All participants went home with a book courtesy of ADSB and a carry bag provided by the
Conservation Authority.

2. GRAND VIEW LEGO LEAGUE PRESENTING THEIR WINNING S TYLE

Members of Grand View Public School’'s Lego League presented their winning style to the Board at
Tuesday’s meeting. The Grand View Hawks, along with teams from Anna McCrea and St. Ann’s,
competed at the FIRST Lego League provincial tournament in Oakville early in December (2008)
and showed very well.

In competition in November at Sault College, Grandview placed as the overall winner of the 2008
Algoma Regional FIRST Lego League tournament which was held at Sault College. Steve
Burmaster, FIRST Lego League (FLL) Algoma region tournament co-ordinator and teacher at Korah
Collegiate, has applauded all teams for their creativity and ingenuity as well as participation in this
year’s Lego Leagues. The Sault College tournament featured 17 teams consisting of 150 students
from the Algoma region in competition.
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3. DIRECTOR’S 2008 ANNUAL REPORT

A draft copy of the Director's 2008 Annual Report was presented to the Board as a review of the
year’s highlights and program initiatives. The report includes information on the Board’s enrolment
and demographics and latest results for the board on each EQAQO assessment. Also highlighted in
the Director's Report were the specific measures that have been put in place to improve outcomes
for students with low levels of achievement as well as accomplishments in student, parent and
community engagement.

The final copy of the Director’'s 2008 Annual Report will be brought to the Board on February 10,
2009.

4. NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE

Trustees were provided with a look at the website that will be dedicated to the New Schools being
built by the ADSB. The website will feature site plans and floor plans for all three building locations:
the new North Street 7-12 School in Sault Ste. Marie (SSM); the new JK-Grade 8 French Immersion
Elementary School in SSM; and the Secondary Addition to the Hornepayne Public School. Green
features for all schools will be highlighted on the new website as well as photo galleries and media
releases. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) will be addressed and regularly updated on the site
also. The website will be linked from the ADSB site (www.adsb.on.ca) and will be live in the next
few days.

5. SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR

The School Year calendar for 2009/2010 was discussed by Trustees and Senior Administration.
There are currently two options for the 09/10 school year. Both options would see students in class
one week before Labour Day weekend, one option with classes beginning September 1% and
ending Friday June 25", 2010. The second option would have classes beginning Tuesday
September 1% with Friday September 4™ being a board holiday allowing a longer Labour Day
weekend, with classes ending Monday, June 28", 2010. Finalization of the 2009/2010 calendar is
expected by mid-February 2009.

6. ALGOMA DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD AND DISTRICT 2 OSS TF SECONDARY

TEACHERS REACH TENTATIVE NEW FOUR -YEAR AGREEMENT

The Algoma District School Board (ADSB) and Ontario Secondary Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF)
District 2 Ontario Secondary Teachers’ employees have reached a tentative four year agreement to
cover the period from September 1, 2008 to August 31, 2012.

While both parties believe this agreement is in accordance with Provincial Discussion Table, both
parties have agreed to jointly submit the contract terms to the Ministry to ensure compliance with
the Provincial Discussion Table parameters.

“Achieving a four year collective agreement will fu rther improve the relationship with the
Secondary Teachers. We value the contribution that this employee group makes in providing
a challenging and positive learning environment tha t builds on a quality education system,”
said ADSB Chair Wanda McQueen. “We thank both negotiation teams for their efforts in
achieving this collective agreement.”
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PARENTING AND FAMILY LITERACY CENTRES CELEBRATE FAM ILY LITERACY DAY

Laurie Bouliane, Administrator of the PFLCs provided an overview to the Board about the Parenting & Family
Literacy Centres and the number of visitors at each of the four centres. She also reviewed one of the
highlights of the year so far, which was a special outing to Mockingbird Farms. Over 100 children, parents
and grandparents who visit the Board's PFLCs celebrated Family Literacy Day (Tues. Jan. 27) with a special
sleigh ride at Farmer Bob's, followed by homemade alphabet soup and snuggling up with books.

GRAND VIEW LEGO LEAGUE

Members of Grand View Lego League team - the Hawks - made a presentation to Trustees. It was the same
presentation that they made at the provincial championships in December which brought them a 2nd place
finish in the presentation portion of the competition, against 400 other schools!! It includes a "play" about
Snow Removal in keeping with the assigned theme Climate Connection. Team members are also pictured
here putting their Lego-constructed computerized robot through its paces.



