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The following items were covered at the Algoma District School Board Regular Board Meeting held 
on Tuesday, April 21, 2009.  
 
 
 
 
At the regular Board Meeting held on Tuesday April 21, Algoma District School Board (ADSB) 
Superintendents Asima Vezina and Joe Maurice addressed Secondary Organization.  
  
The proposed organization for secondary schools for 2009-2010 is developed in consultation with 
principals and is based on (a) the projected enrolment for each school, (b) the number of option 
sheets received from each school, (c) the course selection made by students and (d) the overall 
GSN funding (Grants for Student Needs) as allocated by the Ministry of Education. 
 
The total projected enrolment for September 2009 is 4,535 (including all ADSB secondary schools, 
Late Schools, Urban Aboriginal Alternative School and Co-Op School).  This compares to the 
October 31, 2008 enrolment of 4,767 with a staffing complement of 371.6 FTE teachers.  For 
September 2009, the projected decline in enrolment is 232 secondary students, resulting in a 
reduction in the organization of 10.2 FTE classroom teachers.   
 
In order to align expenditures with funding for 2009-2010, the board also examined teacher support 
outside of the regular classroom.  As a result, an additional reduction of 13.8 FTE teachers outside 
of the classroom (central office, guidance, library, special education) was necessary bringing the 
total reduction in the secondary organization to 24.6 FTE secondary teachers for a projected 
staffing complement of 347.02 FTE teachers. 
 
Currently, attrition will compensate for 14.5 FTE out of the 24.6 FTE reductions.  It is hopeful that 
with additional retirements, other leaves and pending promotions to be received by the end of the 
year, there will be minimal to no lay-offs in the secondary panel.  
 
 
 
 
Members of the Central Algoma Secondary School (CASS) community presented excerpts from 
their upcoming production.  The school community is very excited to be presenting Disney’s High 
School Musical from Tuesday, May 5 to Friday, May 8. This high-energy, action-filled musical is 
made up of a cast of 40, including CASS students in grades 9 to 12 and WC Eaket students and 
staff.  They have been rehearsing vigorously since September for this major production.   
 
 

1.  SECONDARY ORGANIZATION  
 

2.  CASS HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL    
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“The cast is complemented by a crew of approximately 12 students and staff, in addition to a 
production team of 20 who collectively are making this production a success”, said Marcy Bell, 
CASS Principal. “We are extremely fortunate to have the experience, enthusiasm and talent of 
Marie Arcangeletti as our Director, complemented by our Music Director David Frech, Producers 
Kristie Wolsey and David Frech, and Choreographer Alicia Orlando.” 
 
Tickets are on sale now with a limited number printed ($10 for adults, $8 for seniors and students).  
Showtime is 7:30pm. The production is supported by the Algoma District School 
Board, CASS community, in addition to the generous assistance of the East Algoma Community 
Futures Development Corporation.  

 
 
 
 

 
A cheque for $4,297.38 was presented on behalf of the Algoma District School Board to the United 
Way of Sault Ste. Marie. The money was raised at “Algoma’s Got Talent – the Ultimate Talent 
Show”. This ADSB fundraiser was held at the Kiwanis Community Theatre earlier this year in 
support of the United Way.  Students from across the district performed and the evening included 
acts that ranged from instrumental to vocal performances, string quartet, jazz band, drama and 
comedy, performances by Korah’s Mustang Sally and an excerpt from White Pines musical 
production of Sweeney Todd.   Dozens more ADSB students and staff volunteered backstage.  
 
Jim McLean, Campaign Chair of the United Way, was on hand at Tuesday night’s Board meeting to 
accept the cheque.  Certificates of appreciation were also presented to members of the team who 
put the show together.  ADSB’s Rony and Sandi DalCin and Stephen Patterson were on hand to 
accept their certificates and co-producers Frank Gioia and Frank Comery were also acknowledged.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Superintendent of Education Asima Vezina updated the Board on the success of the recent 
“Strengthening Partnerships, Supporting Our Youth” Symposium. Held in Sault Ste. Marie last week 
(April 16) the symposium drew nearly 300 participants representing over 20 agencies from the 
Algoma District as well as elementary and secondary principals and counsellors from both ADSB 
and Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board (HSCDSB).  
 
ADSB, HSCDSB and Algoma Family Services (AFS) were pleased to sponsor the symposium 
through the Student Support Leadership Initiative (SSLI) funded by the Ministry of Children and 
Youth Services and the Ministry of Education. 
 
The purpose of the Symposium was to build awareness and understanding around 
agency/organization/school programs, counselling services and supports available to school-age 
children and youth throughout the Algoma District. 
 
One of the highlights of the day was a message from Dr. Simon Davidson, a child, adolescent and 
family psychiatrist who is a passionate advocate for youth and youth mental health services.  He 
spoke from both a national and provincial level on School-Based Children’s Mental Health and the 
research behind successful community partnership models.  Dr. Davidson applauded the efforts 
under way here in the Algoma District. 

4.  COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP SYMPOSIUM 

3.  UNITED WAY PRESENTATION  
 

2.  CASS HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL  (continued)  
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Minister of Education Kathleen Wynne and Minister of Children and Youth Services Deb Matthews 
also addressed the gathering with a videotaped message which also praised the initiative being 
taken here in the Algoma region. 
 
The day also included the unveiling of a website portal, developed to assist in searching key 
services, supports and resources in the area of community mental health and well-being of children 
and youth in the Algoma region.   
 
 
 
 
Superintendent of Education Kime Collver outlined the success of the recent presentations hosted 
by the SCCC.  Last week, the committee welcomed Dr. Eva Olsson to Sault Ste. Marie and Blind 
River.  
 
Dr. Olsson is a Jewish survivor of the Holocaust and best-selling author of Unlocking the Doors: A 
Woman’s Struggle Against Intolerance. Her second book Remembering Forever: A Journey of 
Darkness and Light was released last fall.  
 
For many years, Eva Olsson remained silent about the loss of her family and her experiences 
during the Holocaust.   Since 1996 she began speaking about her life in the hope that people who 
hear her story will know that it is possible to survive the worst life has to throw at them.    
 
Last week, Dr. Olsson spoke at the Kiwanis Community Theatre to 1000 students in the afternoon 
and to a crowd of nearly 500 in the evening.   She went on to Blind River the next day where she 
spoke to students at WC Eaket in the afternoon and in the evening to an open public forum. At all 
presentations, Dr. Olsson gripped the audience from word one, with attention focussed fully and 
respectfully on her and her message. 
 
 
 
 
A team comprised of trustees, school council parents, principals, and administration reviewed 
policies from other school boards on naming schools and prepared the Naming of New or 
Consolidated Schools policy for consideration by the board.  The Board approved the policy which 
outlines the following: 
 
Policy  
When naming a new or consolidated school, the Director of Education shall establish an Ad Hoc 
Committee to make a recommendation to the Board.  

 
The Committee shall be composed of the following members: 

a) two Trustees, appointed by the Board;  
b) one school administrator (Principal or Principal designate if applicable); 
c) one staff representative; 
d) a parent representative of the School Council (in the case of consolidation, one 

representative from each School Council will be invited); 
e) one Superintendent of Education;  
f) one student; and 
g) one community member. 

5.  SCHOOL COUNCIL COORDINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTAT ION UPDATE 

6.  NAMING OF NEW SCHOOL POLICY 

4.  COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP SYMPOSIUM (continued) 
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The ad hoc committee will develop a process for inviting suggested names for the school from 
individuals or groups throughout the area of jurisdiction of the Board.  The process will be 
submitted in writing to the Director of Education for approval prior to commencement. At the end 
of the process this committee, through consensus, will bring a recommendation of up to three 
names for consideration of the Board. 

 
Choice of Name 
The name for a school will be chosen from: 

a) the name of street on which the school is located; 
b) a feature of the district which the school serves; 
c) an historical name that once applied to the area;  
d) the name of a person (with appropriate permission) recognized as having made a 

significant contribution to the community, province or Canadian/ international society; 
and or 

e) wording that is supportive of the Board’s mission, vision and values and meets the best 
interests of the school’s students. 

 
Naming a Section or Area of a School 
After consulting with the Director of Education or designate, the naming of a section or area of a 
school must be approved by the Board of Education. 

 
Schools or sections thereof, may not be named or re-named after current Board members or 
employees. 
 

6.  NAMING OF NEW SCHOOL POLICY (continued) 
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Cast members from CASS and WC Eaket provide a sneak preview of their upcoming production of  
“Disney’s High School Musical” for the Board on Tuesday April 21st, accompanied by Mr. Frech 
(Music Director).   
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Jim McLean, Campaign Chair of the United Way, was on hand at Tuesday night’s Board meeting to 
accept a cheque from Director Mario Turco and Chair Wanda McQueen.   

 
 
ADSB’s Rony and Sandi DalCin and Stephen Patterson were on hand to accept Certificates of 
Appreciation for their part in Algoma’s Got Talent – The Ultimate Talent Show. 
 


