
 

 
Algoma District School Board

Director’s Bulletin – 2007 09 26 
To:  Principals, Managers, 
 Union and Federation Presidents 
 
At the Committee of the Whole Board Meeting held on September 25, 2007, the Algoma 
District School Board (ADSB) trustees heard from Superintendents and System 
Administrators on various items. 
 
 
 
 

1.  SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

As a result of new funding provided by the Ministry of Education, directed at the Senior 
Administration level, intended to support all Boards to continue to build internal capacity for 
student achievement and to equip those who work in schools with skills they need to bring 
about improvement in student learning, the Board has approved the restructuring of the senior 
administrative team to provide more support toward student achievement. 
 
As a result, we are pleased to announce that Superintendent, Lucia Reece’s and 
Superintendent, Bob Cole’s duties will be reorganized to allow them more time to work more 
directly with schools on student achievement. We are also pleased that this means the Board 
will be advertising for a new Superintendent of Education, whose focus will be directed toward 
Elementary and Secondary operations. 
 
We are all pleased with this new level of support and look forward to advancing on our 
success. 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  EQAO RESULTS SHARED AT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

Superintendents of Education Bob Cole and Lucia Reece shared the results of Education 
Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) testing with trustees at the Committee of the Whole 
meeting held on September 25, 2007. 
 
Elementary Reading, Writing and Mathematics Results Consistent with Province 
In 2005 the ADSB was recognized as having made the greatest improvement in 
student achievement.  Last year, the board sustained the growth made in Grade 3 and 
Grade 6.  This year we were thrilled to see that we have sustained and in some cases 
with cohort data, have exceeded provincial growth trends.  In comparison to 5-Year 
Trends with the Province, in Grade 3 writing ADSB is at 17% while the province is at  
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9%. Again in the 5-Year Trend, Grade 6 students provincially are at 7% while ADSB is 
at 10%.  Superintendent of Education Lucia Reece summarized that over the last 
three years, we have been consistent with the provincial trends and like the province, 
our focus will continue to be on writing and junior mathematics. 
 
Algoma District Students Sustain Improvements in Mathematics 
Results released September 19 by EQAO, for testing administered during the 2006-2007 
school year, show that Algoma District students continue to deliver strong outcomes.   
Significant improvement was demonstrated by students in both academic and applied 
courses.  Over the past seven years, in Grade 9, the percentage of students at or above the 
provincial standard: 

• among students in academic mathematics courses increased from 49% to 69% and 
• among students in applied mathematics course increased from 12% to 35%. 

The ADSB mathematics results are close to and consistent with the provincial results which 
showed that 71% of students in academic courses and 35% of students in applied courses 
achieved the provincial standard. 
 
EQAO tests provide a snapshot of student achievement. The results have become a source of 
information that assists school and board improvement planning efforts. They provide a 
reference to achievement in relation to a provincial standard. 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  LIGHTHOUSE PROJECTS

Superintendent of Education Bob Cole outlined Light House projects that will be implemented 
at the Secondary level thanks to additional funding that was announced through the summer 
by the Ministry of Education. 
 
ADSB has received $196,050 in new funding for Lighthouse projects and the Board will match 
the Ministry funds. Lighthouse projects are designed to support student success through 
innovative programs and ADSB will undertake two such projects this year: 
 
1. Walking in Harmony: Transitions for First Nations Students 
This initiative will provide support for First Nations students by placing an additional 
Educational Assistant (EA) and a First Nation mentor worker at both White Pines Collegiate 
and East View Public School in Sault Ste. Marie (SSM).   Also, a transitional grade 7 and 8 
technical education class will be implemented at White Pines Collegiate. Ministry funding will 
provide $124,750 for this “Walking In Harmony” project. 
 
2. Saving Our Students (SOS)  
This initiative will be implemented at Alexander Henry High School in SSM.  It will focus on 
providing an environment that is conducive to assisting targeted students with barriers to 
education. Ministry will provide $71,300 of the funding which will support an additional 
teacher, an EA, and support resources. 
Past Lighthouse projects that the ADSB will continue to sustain include the Late Schools, 
Motive Power, and the House Construction Project. 
 
 

4. PREMIER TECHNOLOGY 
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ADSB was successful in being awarded a grant from Premier Assistive Technology. This 
grant will allow all of our computers to be equipped with “Accessibility Suite” software which 
will allow students and staff the opportunity to access this resource.  It’s the world’s only suite 
of accessibility tools that support individuals who find reading and writing a challenge, whether 
they are blind, low vision or learning disabled.  Some of the few programs our students will be 
able to access through this grant are: Universal Reader with Talking Pointer, Talking 
Calculator, Scan and Read Pro, Ultimate Talking Dictionary, Text to Audio, and Talking Word 
Processor.  Students at Greenwood Public School and W.C. Eaket Secondary School were 
part of a pilot last May and June and provided the Board with positive feedback.  We are 
excited about this new resource for our Board. Please see Attachment #1 for additional 
information. 
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