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Algoma District School Board held a regular Meeting on Tuesday April 08, where they heard about a
number of upcoming events and initiatives being undertaken by ADSB schools, staff and students.

1. ROBOTICS TEAM

At the regular Board Meeting Algoma District School Board (ADSB) trustees and senior
administration were updated on the impressive results of the Board’s Robotics team “Knights of
Alloy”, who recently competed at the FIRST Robotics Waterloo Regional competition. Knights of
Alloy brought home the silver medal, the best finish for the team since forming in 2005. They also
earned the Regional Spirit Award.

Knights of Alloy is made up of 23 students from Korah and SJD who each put in 150 to 200 hours
preparing for the annual competition. The team is coached by teacher Jonathan Budau, Steve
Burmaster and Rob Marshall and operates out of the Korah Tech Department. “Sir Jimmy” is the
robot built by the team during a 44-day build session that involves about 3000 student-hours of
design and build time.

Knights of Alloy is supported by a vast number of local sponsors who are highlighted on the team’s
website: www.knightsofalloy.com. We thank the following sponsors for their support: Great Lakes
Bus, Algoma Steel, Double S Construction, Walker Engineering, David Ellis Architect Design, Stem
Engineering, Friends of Firefighters, Professional Engineering of Ontario, SooMill Buildall, Barbisan
Roofing, Purvis Marine, EPOH, Avery Construction, The Esquire Club, PUC, Guillevin Int’l., Godfrey
Realty, Lock City Dairy, Toten Sims Hubicki Associates, Children’s Aid Society, Ontario Association
of Certified Engineering Technicians and Technologists, GP Flakeboard, Atlas Auto Parts, USWA
Local 2724, Horizon Partners Ltd., Rector's Machine Works, Dr. Floreani, Health & Safety
Professionals, Kresin Engineering, Esquire Honda, Sault Rotary North Club, Tenaris Tubes,
Barbisan (Mary Barbisan) and Nu Era Funding.

FIRST, or “For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology”, is a world-wide league of
competitive robotics that is currently in its 15th year of operation and will see over 1600 teams from
11 countries competing in 41 Regional events. FIRST also operates the FIRST Lego League
competitions for Elementary Schools and the FIRST Tech Challenge for Secondary schools. All
three leagues conclude their competitive seasons at the Atlanta World Championship Event in mid-
April.
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2. EDUCATION WEEK

Education Week is Monday April 28" to Friday May 2™, 2008 and the theme selected by the
Ministry of Education is “Energizing Young Minds”. Education Week is a time for students,
teachers, parents and community members and partners to celebrate teaching excellence and
student achievement. Numerous activities will be taking place at ADSB schools and throughout the
community to celebrate the week. We will also acknowledge our Board’s Ten Year Anniversary as
the amalgamated Algoma District School Board.

ADSB will provide updates through local media and on our website (www.adsb.on.ca) of concerts,
displays, special presentations taking place at our schools and throughout the community. For
instance, we will have students’ artwork and projects on display at Station Mall throughout the week
(including both weekends), and there are musical presentations planned for Station Mall throughout
the week.

3. REGIONAL ABORIGINAL SYMPOSIUM, MAY 8 AND 9

Superintendent of Education Kime Collver advised trustees and senior administration that she met
earlier in the day with members of the ADSB Aboriginal Focus Group to discuss, among other
initiatives, the Regional Aboriginal Symposium to be held May 8 and 9th at Shingwauk Hall, Algoma
University College. Superintendent Collver was very pleased to advise that the event's key note
speaker is Eddie Benton-Benai, a respected Ojibway educator, story-teller and spiritual leader, who
has also been a college professor in world religions.

Eddie is a full-blooded Wisconsin Ojibway of the Fish Clan. He is a pioneer in culture-based
curriculum/Indian alternative education, believing that education should be built on one's heritage
and cultural identity, and should encourage spirituality, creativity, and cultural pride. He founded the
Red School House, an Indian-controlled school for children K-12 located in St. Paul, Minnesota.

He is one of the original founders of the American Indian Movement, arguably one of the most
influential movements that has led to self-identity, pride and revival of American Indian culture for
the last generation of Anishinabe people. He was the American Indian Movement's spiritual leader.

He is the author of “The Mishomis Book”, the first book of its kind that provides an understanding of
the sacred Midewiwin teachings written for Anishinabe families. A very knowledgeable speaker, he
is much sought after for his advice and counselling skills and ability. He is also the
Academic/Spiritual Advisor for Shingwauk Kinoomaage Gamig/Shingwauk University.

Workshops have been confirmed for the two-day Aboriginal Symposium and range from sessions
on Best Practice, Cultural Sensitivity, Residential Schools to Ethical Space and the success of
students and schools who have initiated an Aboriginal room in their schools.

4. ELEMENTARY ORGANIZATION

The proposed organization for Grades 1 to 8 includes 236.33 full-time equivalent (FTE) teachers for
a projected enrolment of 5,336. A reduction of 13 classes is realized through enrolment decline and
retirements. Classes may be reorganized in September to reflect enrolment changes.
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4. ELEMENTARY ORGANIZATION - Continued

In the organization of Kindergarten classes, the 2008/2009 elementary organization proposes 47
full-time equivalent teachers which is a reduction of 3.0 classes or 2.5 FTE teachers from the
current year based on preliminary registrations of 385 Junior Kindergarten students. Past trends
indicate that Kindergarten enrolment fluctuates significantly, therefore, these numbers will need to
be reviewed as necessary over the upcoming months and classes may be reorganized in
September 08 to reflect enrolment changes.

5. SECONDARY ORGANIZATION

It is expected that secondary organization will be reviewed in the next week or two and will be
brought for Board approval on April 22nd.

Members of the Knights of Alloy, along with Steve Burmaster, one of their three coaches,
demonstrate their expertise at the Board Meeting.
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