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The second last Algoma District School Board (ADSB) Regular Board Meeting for the 2007/2008 school 
year was held in Elliot Lake on Tuesday May 20th, hosted by Elliot Lake Secondary School. 
 
The meeting began with the singing of O Canada by ELSS student Lucy Shipman, a multi-talented 
musician who is a singer, violinist and a musician with the Sudbury Symphony Orchestra.  ELSS 
Principal Mark Robinson went on to proudly outline a number of award-winning initiatives that have 
been recognized and individuals from the school who have been honoured recently. 
 
 
 
 
 
ELSS Grade 12 student Katrina Van Kessel was the National Winner for the Canadian Legion 
Essay Contest.   
 
The annual Contest challenges youth to think about the sacrifices made by those who gave their 
lives to preserve our freedom.  In her essay, Katrina wrote a unique and moving tribute about her 
uncle - a distant relative she had never met - who was killed in action.  As a senior winner, Katrina 
will travel to Ottawa to represent Canadian Youth at the National Remembrance Ceremony, 
November 2008, and will be presented with her award at that time. 
 
 
 
 
In early spring, ELSS received the Canadian Environmental Award 2008 – the Canadian Green 
Team Challenge from the prestigious Canadian Geographic Society.  
   
Lindsay Killen, social sciences teacher at ELSS is chair of the solar-wind project which is under 
construction at the school.  He and students Melissa Anderson and Kaleigh Martell outlined that the 
award was won because of several projects undertaken in the last few years.  They include the 
planting of 50,000 trees in recent years and the school’s community clean up campaign.  One 
student (Evelyn Vegeris) has written letters to the editor on issues such as reducing the use of 
plastic bags, conserving electricity and enhancing recycling.   
 
One of the school’s latest projects focuses on producing clean energy with solar panels and a wind 
turbine.  Twelve solar panels have been installed on the school’s roof and have been operating 
since February.  Each panel generates up to 175 watts of electricity per hour on a sunny day and 
provides a portion of the power used by the school.  
 

1.  NATIONAL WINNER FOR THE CANADIAN LEGION ESSAY C ONTEST. 

2.  CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  
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Though not yet complete, the school will also be erecting a wind turbine which can produce as 
much as 3.5 kilowatts of power per hour.   
 
Combined, the power of the solar panels and the wind turbine would produce enough electricity to 
operate fifty-five 100-watt light bulbs for one hour. 
 
A third part of the school’s green energy project is a solar thermal collector that will heat water, 
which was researched, designed and built by the school’s manufacturing students. 
 
 
 
 
ELSS Grade 10 student Evelyn Vegeris was a finalist at the provincial level for the Canadian Legion 
Public Speaking contest held earlier this year in Owen Sound.  Her speech was on the misuse of 
water.  In her speech, she offered solutions and suggestions on what can be done to use water 
more efficiently. 
 
 
 
 
On April 30th, ELSS teacher Jon Young was honoured at a special ceremony in Toronto, receiving 
the Premier’s Award for Excellence in Educational Leadership.  The award was presented to Jon by 
Premier Dalton McGuinty and Minister of Education Kathleen Wynne. 
 
Fellow teacher Lindsey Killen nominated Jon and wrote: “Jonathan Young's commitment to helping 
students achieve and celebrate success inspires an enthusiasm for learning. A well-respected 
literacy champion and mentor, he works with school and board staff to support literacy instruction 
for all students across the curriculum. The silent reading program he helped to re-establish has 
everyone in the school – even visitors – reading every day. And, thanks to his success and 
leadership with literacy results, he was asked to assist with the school’s efforts to improve 
numeracy results as well.” 
 
Jon has been teaching for 30 years.  Currently he is the ELSS Student Success lead teacher and 
the lead literacy teacher.  Over the years Jon has also been an English teacher, head of the English 
Department and a guidance counselor. 
 
 
 
 
As 2008 marks the 10th Anniversary as an amalgamated board, Principal, Mark Robinson was 
presented a 10th Anniversary Yearbook that provides a review of the 10 years ADBS has been an 
amalgamated board.  The anniversary booklet looks back at the history of the six school boards that 
came together during amalgamation in 1998.  The intent is that the Anniversary Yearbook will act 
as an important archive of the history of our six predecessor boards: Hornepayne, Chapleau, 
Wawa, Sault Ste. Marie, Central Algoma and North Shore.   
 
It will be provided to all public libraries in our district, as well as to all ADSB elementary and 
secondary schools. The Anniversary Yearbook acknowledges our past, celebrates our present and 
builds for the future.  
 

3.  CANADIAN LEGION PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST PROVINCIAL FINALIST 
 

2.  CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Continued  
 

4.  PREMIER’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATIONAL L EADERSHIP 
 

5.  PRESENTATION OF 10TH ANNIVERSARY YEARBOOKS  
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Superintendent of Education Bob Cole provided an overview of ADSB’s Adult & Continuing 
Education Programs that are offered throughout the District.  
 
Credit Programs  
In the Sault Ste. Marie (SSM) area, Adult Day School is based at Alexander Henry High School and 
offers a full range of credit courses to approximately 250 students, the majority of whom are 21 
years of age and over.  This program also offers a wide range of correspondence courses for 
students unable to attend day school. 
 
Adult Education as a credit program is also offered at Central Algoma, Elliot Lake and Blind River.  
Adult Education is also offered to First Nations students at the Thessalon First Nations Centre. 
 
A credit program is offered at the Algoma Treatment and Remand Center in Sault Ste. Marie, for 
inmates seeking credits towards their diploma.  Funding is provided by the Ministry of Corrections. 
 
Night School is offered from September to June to approximately 120 high school students in SSM, 
who are repeating, upgrading or accelerating in their courses of study.  Night School is also offered 
from October to June to students in Elliot Lake, subject to demand and funding. 
 
A six-week remedial course (Elementary Night School) is offered to Grade 7 and 8 students in the 
SSM area, recommended by their principal and teacher, for improving literacy and numeracy. 
 
A Summer school program is offered in July to approximately 250 high school students and adults 
in SSM who are repeating, upgrading or accelerating in their courses of study.  Summer school will 
also run in Elliot Lake subject to demand and funding. 
 
Non-Credit Programs 
Literacy and Basic skills training offered to about 100 adult learners throughout the year in SSM; to 
about 20 students in the Central Algoma area; to about 30 students in the North Shore area; and to 
about 25 adults in the Chapleau area.  It is anticipated that in Chapleau the enrolment will be 
approximately doubled to 50 students for the 2008/09 school year.  Literacy and Basic Skills is also 
offered in the summer in Elliot Lake to approximately 50 students. 
 
A Night School program for literacy and basic skills maintenance and enhancement program is 
offered during the regular Nigh School program to approximately 30 developmentally challenged 
adults in SSM.  Non-Credit programming is also delivered in the Central Algoma area, through 
evening and weekend offerings.  
 
English as a second language is offered to adults and international students in SSM, and on a need 
basis in Elliot Lake and Blind River.  It is a service also offered to local industries such as Ministry of 
Natural Resources and the Tube Mill in SSM. 
 

6.  ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS  
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Superintendent of Education Bob Cole will be retiring in June, 2008 after 37 years as an educator.  
He was appointed as Superintendent with the ADSB in September 2003.  He was a Science 
Teacher, Science Department Head at Lakeway and Korah, Vice Principal of Lakeway, Bawating, 
and Korah and, for 11 years leading up to his appointment as Superintendent, was the Principal of 
Korah Collegiate and Vocational School.   
 
His experience as a leader and principal were particularly highlighted as he initiated and chaired the 
process to have the renowned International Baccalaureate (IB) program approved for Korah.  His 
continued commitment to students was demonstrated in his introduction of an Independent Study 
Program for students at risk at Korah.  He chaired numerous Board working committees dealing 
with issues as diverse as Harassment Policies, Extra-curricular Volunteer Policies & Procedures 
and Central Area Secondary Staffing.  Bob was an active member of the Ontario Secondary School 
Teachers Federation (O.S.S.T.F) and in 2002 was the recipient of the prestigious “Excellence In 
Education Award” presented by the Federation.   
 
In his role as Superintendent of Education, Bob was responsible for the supervision of a family of 
elementary and secondary schools to ensure effective provision of programs and services, staff 
development and performance management.    
 
As Superintendent, he oversaw many important initiatives including the many Student Success 
initiatives, Learning to 18 programs and Lighthouse programs. 
 
Bob was referred to as “…a Leader Among Leaders.  His vast experience and knowledge, his 
passion and commitment to improving student success and his dedication and loyalty to the Algoma 
District School Board serve as a model for all of us.  Bob will be very much missed but the many 
programs initiated by him will be with us for many years.” 
 

 
Mr. Lindsay Killen with students, Melissa Anderson and Kaleigh Martell, representing the ELSS group that 
recently won the prestigious Canadian Environmental Award 2008 from Canadian Geographic Society along 
with Director, Mario Turco, and Chair, Wanda McQueen. 

7.  SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION BOB COLE TO RETIRE IN JUNE 
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Director, Mario Turco, is shown presenting ELSS Principal, Mark Robinson, with 10th Year Anniversary 
Yearbook, to be placed in school library. Chair, Wanda McQueen, Trustee Bob McEachren and Gladys 
Wiggins are also in attendance. 
 
 

 
 
Jon Young, ELSS teacher receiving a congratulatory gift from Chair Wanda McQueen in recognition of Jon's 
recent Premier's Award for Excellence in Educational Leadership. 


